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Deuteronomy 7:7-9








           Pastor Paul Horn 

Know That the LORD Your God is Faithful

7 The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples.  8 But it was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands.

In 1974 many families were stationed at Fort Knox, Kentucky.  But there was one family in particular who had a problem.  They could not find a Wisconsin Lutheran Synod congregation in the area.  The closest congregation was in Louisville, a 90 mile round trip.  That church was just starting to get its feet wet, worshiping in a Farm Bureau Insurance building.  This family discovered other Wisconsin Synod Lutherans in the Fort Knox area and together they made the 90 mile trip to Louisville at least once a month to worship with other Lutherans.  That’s dedication.  As time passed the church in Louisville grew, purchased land and finally built their own worship facility.  By 1994 the small band of believers in Fort Knox grew to a handful of families.  These families resolved to gather in their homes for their own worship services and Bible Classes.  Pastors from other WELS congregations sent their taped sermons.  Other pastors loaned Bible classes and the small group grew.  In the next few years this group of believers also began to meet in the basements of businesses and storefronts.  They finally created their own congregational name, “Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church.”  By 1995 Hope Lutheran Church in Louisville coordinated with Faith Lutheran in Radcliff via telephone.  Hope had their phone hooked up to a microphone system and when they called Faith, they had their phones hooked up to speakers, so that they could “worship” with them.  The next year the Wisconsin Synod’s Home Mission Board granted exploratory/mission status to Faith in Radcliff.  That meant Faith was soon getting a pastor.  In July of 1996 Faith Lutheran had its first pastor installed and ordained.  It’s been 10 years since then. 
Today we really aren’t celebrating our 10 year anniversary.  If you go back to 1994 when the group of believers began to meet on a regular basis, it’s more like a 12 year anniversary.  If you go back to 1974 when a couple of families got together it’s more like a 32 year anniversary.  But I want to go back further than that, because this group of believers is older than that.  And I’m not just giving Earl and Anita a hard time.  This group of believers actually goes back to our sermon text from Deuteronomy 7:7-9.  Moses wrote that book around the year 1500B.C. so we’re looking at a 3600 year anniversary.  But I want to go back even further than that…back to the beginning, when God’s Church only had two members.  That’s how old this group of believers is.  They had no grand worship facility, not even a storefront to worship in, no pipe organ, no church council, no choir.  But they were the Church.  The Church is not about numbers, it’s not about a building.  Jesus said, “Where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” (Matt 18:20)  You see, the Church about people, believers, gathered together around the Word.  The Church is not about numbers.  In Deuteronomy Moses tells Israel, “The LORD did not choose you because you were numerous, but because you were small in number.”  The Church is not about the building.  In 1Peter 2:5 the apostle wrote, “You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house.”  The Church is about believers and what Jesus he has done for those believers.  Listen to Paul’s words from Ephesians, “Christ loved the Church and gave himself up for her, to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.” (Eph 5:25-27)  The Church is grounded on the promises that the LORD has made and kept.  Let’s look at his promise in Deuteronomy.

Moses said to the people, “But it was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.”   Their forefathers were Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, who lived over 400 years ago.  God kept a promise he made over 400 years ago.  I can’t keep a promise I made yesterday.  There’s a big difference between me and God.  Moses then said, “Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands.”  What was this covenant of love?  The LORD had promised to bring his people out of slavery and back to the Promised Land.  But his promise goes back further than that.  Back to the beginning, to the first promise he made to his first two Church members, to crush the serpent’s head.  He kept that promise, sending his Son, to live, die and rise for you.

The LORD has certainly been faithful to His Church.  He has been faithful to this congregation.  He kept that small group of families safe as they traveled to and from Louisville.  He brought more families to the group for stability and mutual encouragement.  He moved faithful pastors to assist the effort that was brought forth in Radcliff/Fort Knox.  By his Holy Spirit he called a pastor to serve faithfully for eight years.  When Pastor Michael Zarling took a call to Wisconsin, the Holy Spirit supplied you with another shepherd.  Yes, the Lord has been faithful to Faith Lutheran in the past.  

What about the present?  We complain about numbers; our building fund isn’t growing as fast as we’d like it to; membership goes up and down.  We complain about not having enough room in our storefront to the do things we’d like to.  A nice 4.7 acre lot sits vacant.  But that’s what Satan wants us to see.  He wants us to give up the fight, to give up caring, to give up inviting because who wants to worship in a store anyway?  But you know better.  You know that the LORD is faithful.  You’ve seen it in your own lives.  You’ve seen it throughout Church history, throughout the history of this congregation.  When the church has appeared to be at its weakest, it was at its strongest.  The faithful LORD was always there, keeping it together, holding it strong with his Holy Spirit.  
Because the LORD, the God of free and faithful love, kept that promise, and saved you from your sins and from death and from the devil, he promises to be the faithful God now and into the future.  We may not see numbers grow, but the LORD has been faithful to Faith.  We started with two families, now we over 45 families.  Ten years ago all we had was a rented storefront.  Today we have a rented storefront and close to 5 acres of land.  You may not have the best looking pastor.  He may not be the best orator.  But the LORD has provided you with a faithful shepherd who sincerely cares for this flock and feeds it with the Word of God and his Sacraments.  We may not have the best looking or flashiest congregation.  But the LORD has provided faithful members who, motivated by God’s love, continue to volunteer countless hours of time, talents and treasures to the LORD’s work.  We may not see a church building on this property the next few years, and although that’s our timetable, our Lord is faithful.  He will see that it happens in his time in his way.  

Dear members of God’s Church, dear members of Faith Lutheran Church, your Lord is faithful.  He has been in the past.  He kept his promise of a Savior.  He’s been with you the last 10 years.  He will be faithful for the next 10 or 20 or 30… well, into eternity.  Let’s move forward with our faithful Lord.  Amen.           

